ICTs (Horst and Miller 2006; Silverstone and Hirsch 1992) . Consumption, while embedded in economic and other structural conditions such as gender and class, is understood as an active meaning-making process through which individuals appropriate technologies and negotiate their identities. The ethnographic perspective adopted here is also informed by the political and economic analyses of migration and communications as the two approaches are not mutually exclusive, but supplement each other.
The cultural contradictions of Filipino motherhood
In order to assess the impact of ICTs on mothering practices and maternal identities as this article aims to do, we need a closer discussion of motherhood. Being a mother is defined by being in a particular 'historically and culturally variable' relationship 'in which one individual nurtures and cares for another ' (Glenn 1994: 3) . Far from subscribing to any notions of universal motherhood, this article recognizes that motherhood is embedded in social and cultural codes (see Glenn and Chang 1994; Scheper-Hughes 1993) as is the meaning and social value of childhood (Zelizer 1994) . The institution of the family is very important in the Philippines as acknowledged in academic studies and also in political and everyday discourse (Asis et al. 2004) . Filipino families are often extended and tightly knit as is typical in systems of bilateral, or cognatic kinship (Cannell 1999; Medina 2001) . Family relationships are cemented through reciprocal exchanges which create strong bonds of debt and obligation. Family members will promote family interests and it has been argued that migration is often a household rather than an individual strategy (Asis et al. 2004) , even though recent research has suggested that motivations for migration are increasingly individualized (although often justified as family strategies [Asis et al. 2004] ). The institution of the family fills the gap left by the lack of state institutions (for example, welfare, social security and childcare) providing support in their absence. Because of the closeness of extended families it is common for children to be looked after by the wider family, members of which will often live in great proximity. argued that sending remittances is a way of caring and showing emotion towards one's family. This is particularly the case when migration is a family strategy. But even when motivations to migrate are personal, fulfilling one's family obligations is always a ready, and widely accepted, justification for going abroad. At the same time, many of the women who migrate are aware that their children will be looked after by their family network and are often confident about the quality of the care arrangements. In fact, there is a long tradition of internal migration when women from rural areas leave their children behind with their own mothers, or other relatives in order to seek work as domestics in urban centres. It is thus possible to argue that because they are very close to their families, women are able to migrate. 
The accentuated ambivalence of transnational mothers
Literature on motherhood has often taken the perspective of the child, driven by a concern to examine the impact of maternal behaviour on children's development. This has been the feminist criticism of psychoanalysis and developmental psychology (Parker 2005: 15-18 
Empirical focus and the study's method
The Philippines arguably exemplifies the phenomenon of feminized migration with over 10 percent of the population working abroad and more than a million new emigrants -the majority of them women -being deployed each year. As a large proportion of these women are already mothers, their migration involves separation from their children. What makes the Philippine case almost unique is that the state actively sponsors overseas migration through concrete policies (Acacio 2008; Asis 2005 together with other structural and legal factors make it difficult for women to be joined by their families. 
The hidden motivations for emigration and settlement
The reasons why women migrate and why they so often choose to prolong migration are crucial for understanding their relationship to their children, their self-identity and the role ICTs might play in this process. Contrary to popular perceptions and influential approaches such as neoclassic economics and world systems theory (Massey et al. 1993) , this research has found that economic motivations, albeit crucial, are not the sole catalysts for migration and in some cases they are even secondary. Parreñas (2001) has already identified some of these 'hidden causes' of Filipino migration, which have not received much attention in the literature. This section will highlight one such hitherto unrecognized cause, which is the importance of personal motivations including a desire for recognition and self-improvement. Such personal reasons acquire even greater significance in shaping decisions about settlement, which will also be explored here.
The first observation when looking into motivations for migration is that several of Economic motivations for migration are the most commonly reported in the literature for obvious reasons. The diversity of the OFW experience means that the precise nature of economic need to be fulfilled by migration varies widely. While some women migrate because of urgent needs (for example, facing debts, or crippling health bills), for most the prime motivations are the desire to afford better (private) education for their children and a bigger family house. Linked to both is often a desire to increase one's status. The extent to which these goals are achieved is a separate discussion explored elsewhere (Madianou and Miller 2011a), but it should be noted here that for some, such as those who arrive to the UK on student visas, migration can turn out to be a false calculation. Such schemes require hefty agency and visa fees, plus money for airfare, course registration and tuition. Given that students can only work for up to 20 hours a week on the minimum wage, it can easily take them two years or longer just to break even before beginning to save any substantial amount. One of the recurrent themes in several life histories was women's desire for selfimprovement, which is not a commonly acknowledged motivation for migration in the literature. Several participants expressed a frustration and dissatisfaction with their lives in the Philippines prior to migrating. This frustration often arose as a consequence of the gendered division of labour. Several of our participants were graduates whose successful careers as teachers, nurses and administrators came to an end when they had children. Greta, for example, resigned from her job as a teacher after becoming a mother as she could not afford childcare.
And I was in the house, taking care of the children. though as a domestic she was doing precisely the same chores as a housewife in the Philippines, she did not feel that her degree was wasted, but rather felt appreciated and valued. What mattered to Greta was her new-found recognition and appreciation among her family in the Philippines who now consult her on every single decision.
Since meeting her, Greta has trained as a childminder and received an English Language diploma, qualifications which have allowed her to work in childcare, which she describes as the 'dream of her life'.
Similarly, Nelia also felt frustrated that her husband had actively prevented her from returning to work after giving birth to their son. So when she heard about the possibility of a direct-hire nanny job in Taiwan she took the decision to go before telling her husband, who eventually gave in. Nelia stayed in Taiwan for one year and then followed her employers to London where we met her working as a domestic. Just like Edith and Greta, even though she is overqualified for her job, she sees being in
London as an opportunity not only to make money, but also improve her skills by taking English and IT lessons. This desire for self-improvement and the new-found sense of personhood is a significant factor in women's decision to prolong migration and often eventually settle in the UK, however painful the separation from their families. Although several participants hoped to bring their families over, few had been able to achieve that. This was easier for nurses and particularly difficult for livein domestics who cannot afford rented accommodation unless they change their job situation. Ironically, by the time the mothers are in a position to bring their families over it is no longer possible for the now adult children to get visas as dependents.
Of course, these personal ambitions should not be interpreted as selfish desires as they are coupled with economic need and a strong sense of obligation that is fulfilled by the sending of remittances and, as we will see later, communication. What Nelia, Greta and many other of our participants share is a tension between their roles as mothers and their identities as women. The difference for these transnational mothers is that, because of the lack of employment opportunities in the Philippines and other structural push factors, they cannot reconcile this tension easily. Their jobs (and the 
The difference that ICTs make

Intensive mothering at a distance
Every evening at about 10pm GMT when it is 6am in the Philippines, Donna, a carehome worker on a student visa in Cambridge, videocalls her husband and two eldest sons, aged 12 and 10, whilst they are having breakfast and getting dressed for school.
Early mornings used to be Donna's favourite time when she was back home. Now she will always make sure she is in front of her screen at that time in order to admire her sons in their school uniforms. This is the time when she asks about school and gives them advice on their homework. After videocalling her husband and sons, Donna videocalls her mother who looks after her eight-month old daughter. She asks her mother about how her daughter slept and what she will eat. She sings songs to her daughter and they often play peek-a-boo. Donna can stay up for hours chatting to her mother and playing with her daughter, but the thought of her early shift finally forces her to quit the call and go to bed. When she wakes up in the morning the first thing is to check for her sons' texts. She made them promise before she left that they would text her at least once every day and she sends them extra money for this purpose.
They text her on her roaming phone which is the only affordable way to send an SMS message from the Philippines to the UK. Donna almost always texts her second son to remind him to take his asthma medication. Donna will then call her husband and mother to ask about how their day has been. If they are at home she will video-call them briefly before going to work. And then she will briefly call again during her break at work just to say Kumusta [how are you]. During Sundays, when all her siblings visit their mother she will videocall and talk to everyone, including her husband and sons. They often leave the camera on for hours, sometimes even eight hours. Donna knows what her children have for dinner and what they do at school.
She is heavily involved in the Facebook role-playing game 'café world' where she 'owns' her own café. Donna has made one of her sons her 'virtual employee' and they also interact daily through this online game.
Donna's intensive mothering extends to her attempts to monitor her sons' activities from a distance. She has both her sons' Facebook and email passwords and once a week she will check their accounts to monitor what they have been involved in. She justifies this as her way to check on them from a distance. To date nothing worrying has come up, but Donna regularly asks her husband and mother to make sure they keep an eye on the boys and ask their teachers about their performance.
However, not all our participants have regular access to the internet. Those whose families in the Philippines do not have landlines, which usually translates to no internet access at home, resort to mobile phone communication which entails a higher cost. Moreover, not all UK participants were digitally literate, or with easy access to a PC. This would mostly be the case for live-in domestic workers who would mainly access the internet through cafes or the Centre for Filipinos in London and for whom per month on phone bills and telephone cards (although a more typical average is £150-£200, still high for their salaries). However, the recent emergence of UK networks dedicated to international calls at competitive rates (usually 10p / minute) has made a difference.
The difference between being able to use the internet or not is not just a matter of higher cost incurred by mothers. It makes a significant difference to their families in the Philippines for whom calling is prohibitively expensive. The only way in which children can initiate communication with their mothers is by sending an SMS on their roaming phones. According to interviews with telecommunications officials the ratio of inbound/outbound calling between the Philippines and the UK is 7:1 and this communicative asymmetry was at times a source of frustration for some of the leftbehind families. Internet access corrects this asymmetry significantly. Even though the cost of internet connection is higher in the Philippines than in the UK, those with internet access can reach their relatives abroad with the same ease that their relatives can reach them.
For those mothers who have access to numerous platforms, mothering, in the words of Donna, has become 'more complete' as each technology is used for different purposes (see Madianou and Miller 2011a) . Video-calling is particularly popular and successful with the parenting of younger children as the visual aspect better meets both children's and mothers' needs. For example, mothers use video-calling for specific practices, such as helping with homework and generally for generating 'a feeling of co-presence', especially when they leave the camera on for hours. Mothers whose children are older prefer phone calls especially when they wish to discuss family problems, or money. Generally, even for mothers who are regular internet users, mobile phones remain the preferred medium when it comes to understanding how their children 'really are' and for conveying depth of feeling. Mothers also prefer mobile phones because of their synchronicity and mobility as calls do not need to be planned in advance, which suits their busy schedules and allows for some spontaneity. 
Maternal identities and ambivalence
Apart from being empowered through being 'in control' and from being able to perform mothering in a more 'complete' way than in the past, mothers take pleasure from seeing their children and from being recognized as the ones who care and provide. This is linked to their identities as mothers. One of the most poignant moments in several interviews with mothers who had first migrated before the ICT Contrast this with the situation today when Donna proudly announces that her eightmonth old daughter, whom she left when she was six weeks old and whom she sees daily through webcam, points to the PC screen when her lola (grandmother) asks 'where is your ma?' Donna tells me that her daughter does not confuse her mother with other female relatives and always smiles when she sees Donna's wedding picture in her lola's sitting room. For Donna, apart from her own desire to admire her baby daughter growing up during this period of rapid transformation, the fact that her daughter recognizes her as her mother through the webcam is also a confirmation of Donna's own identity as a mother. Being able to reclaim their identity as mothers is something which matters a lot to the women I worked with and something which extends beyond the performance of dedicated mothering. women return to the Philippines, they will be with their children but lose the economic capital and autonomy that comes through work; staying abroad is one way of reconciling both, given that they can, from their point of view, mother at a distance.
ICTs are crucial in this regard and it is not surprising that women refer to the new communicative opportunities when they justify their decisions to prolong migration. This is not to say that ICTs are responsible in determining migration patterns, but that they have become a justification for such decisions points to an important, yet so far unacknowledged, aspect of their power.
Conclusion
This article has investigated the consequences of ICTs for Filipina transnational mothers. In order to do so, we first explored the contours of transnational motherhood and female migration, unearthing the often hidden and contradictory motivations for 
